
 

   
Tuesday 4th  November 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The colder weather has certainly arrived, bringing with it plenty of wind and rain! As we all know, the British 

weather can be unpredictable — even on days that start out mild, we often experience all four seasons by 

home time. Please ensure your child brings a warm, waterproof coat to school each day so that we can 

continue enjoying outdoor learning and play, whatever the weather! 

 

Year 6 Whitemoor Lakes Residential 

Our Year 6 children had a fantastic time on their residential trip 

to Whitemoor Lakes! Over the course of the week, the children 

demonstrated excellent behaviour, teamwork, and resilience as 

they embraced a wide range of exciting activities. From 

climbing and canoeing to problem-solving challenges and 

evening team games, they approached every new experience 

with enthusiasm and determination. Staff were incredibly proud 

of how the pupils supported one another and represented 

Ashby Hill Top so positively throughout the trip- a wonderful 

reflection of their maturity and school values. Thank you as well 

to the staff who attended- without their commitment these 

trips would not be able to go ahead!  

 

School Attendance  

At Ashby Hill Top, we place great importance on excellent 

attendance, as every school day counts towards your child’s 

learning, progress, and social development.  

 

Regular attendance helps children build confidence, 

stay on track with their learning, and make the most of 

the many exciting opportunities our school offers.  

 

Current whole school attendance is 96.4%- which is 

fantastic, however I noticed that a few children were 

absent due to holidays in the week before half term.  

 

We kindly remind parents and carers that holidays 

should not be booked during term time, as absences 

can significantly disrupt a child’s education. Thank you 

for your continued support in ensuring your child attends school every day and arrives on time- together, 

we can help every child achieve their very best. 



 

Beyond Bullying Award – Gold Standard Achieved! 

We are incredibly proud to announce that Ashby Hill Top has achieved the Gold Level 

Standard — the highest accolade in the Beyond Bullying Award! This outstanding 

accomplishment reflects the dedication, compassion, and hard work of 

everyone in our school community. 

 

During the assessment, the external assessor commended Ashby Hill Top 

for its comprehensive and deeply embedded approach to promoting 

respect, celebrating diversity, and tackling bullying across all areas of school 

life. They highlighted how these values are consistently woven throughout 

our curriculum, culture, assemblies, and everything we do. 

 

This achievement is a true team effort. We extend our thanks to Miss Middleton, who led the project, to our 

staff, governors, pupils, and the wider school community for their ongoing dedication and support.  

 

Together, we continue to make Ashby Hill Top a place where every child can Belong, Thrive and Succeed.  

 

Hate Crime Workshop – Thursday 6th November. This workshop is led by the police and is for Years 4, 5 

and 6.  

 

Anti-Bullying Week (Week beginning 10th November) 

We are always talking to the children in school about the importance of following the ‘Hill Top Way’ and 

using our character muscles to ensure that we become the best version of ourselves. Week beginning 10th 

November is Anti-bullying week; a time when we spotlight the subject and talk to the children about the 

kind of positive behaviour that we always encourage at Hill Top. We always try to reframe the week into 

something really positive, but it is really important that children know what bullying is and who can help 

them if they are worried about it.     

Odd Sock Day 

We will be taking part in odd sock day! Odd Sock Day marks the start of Anti-Bullying Week. On 

Monday 10th November, to celebrate what makes us all unique, we would like all of the children 

to wear Odd Socks with their school uniforms. You do not need to bring in any money!  

 
Children in Need- Friday 14th November 

To help raise money for this fantastic cause, on Friday 14th November we will 

be joining in with this year’s fundraising appeal. School Council are planning 

our event and will let you know as soon as possible what we will be doing.  

Thank you for your continued support.   

Polling Day – please remember that school is closed for polling on Thursday 20th November.  

Operation Encompass 

We are an Operation Encompass School. This is an initiative developed with 

Leicestershire Police to ensure that school will be informed when a child or 

young person has been involved or exposed to a domestic abuse incident 

the previous evening. 

  

The aim of this is to enable the school to sensitively and appropriately support a child to ensure they feel 

safe and secure after an incident of domestic abuse. Operation Encompass work with the Police Force 

sharing with us incidents that they have attended where they feel there has been an impact upon a child’s 



 

physical, emotional or mental well-being. This information is shared in confidence and will help us to 

support and care for the children at our school even more effectively. More information about Operation 

Encompass including their statement can be found on their website www.operationencompass.org  

Thank you! 

As school budgets continue to shrink, we are increasingly 

relying on the kindness of our school community. The work 

to complete our library last year would not have been 

possible without the support we received though parents. 

 

Thank you again for the donations that are coming in for 

our ‘Out of the Box’ play project.  We are so grateful!  

 

If you work for a company who would be interested in 

making a donation to our school, any help would be much 

appreciated!  

 

SEND report requests 

Please may we request that you give class teachers 10 working days to complete any forms (paper or 

online) for the GP, nurse or paediatrician. These forms are usually very lengthy and in order to complete 

them fully and accurately teachers need time to do so – as you would expect with any other professional.  

Thank you.  

 

Primary School Places 

The deadline for applying for a Primary School place is 15th January 2026. Parents still have plenty of time 

to choose your child’s school place for August 2026! We welcome visits to our amazing school where you 

can meet the team and our wonderful children! We look forward to welcoming you! For applications, the 

simplest way is online at: https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-and-

academies/school-admissions  

 

If you need any further information, please contact the Admissions team on admissions@leics.gov.uk or 

0116 305 6684. 
 

If you have any questions about this or anything else, please telephone school or email 

office@ashbyhilltop.leics.sch.uk 

 

Regards, 

 
Sylvie Newman 

Executive Headteacher  

 

http://www.operationencompass.org/
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-and-academies/school-admissions
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-and-academies/school-admissions
mailto:office@ashbyhilltop.leics.sch.uk


 

2025-2026 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Please find below dates for this academic year- we have tried to 

include as much information as possible here! This information will 

be added to the bi-weekly newsletter and will also be available on 

the school website. Dates to be added in green: Saffron Lane, Flu 

vaccinations, Christmas dinner, EYFS & Y6 height and weight, Disability 

awareness week. New dates will be added in green!  

October Half term  

27 Oct School reopens 8.45am 

27-31 Oct Y6 residential to Whitemoor Lakes  

31 Oct  Y3/4 Roman Day  All day 

5 Nov EYFS Phonics & layered read for parents  8.45am  

6 Nov Years 4,5 and 6 Hate Crime workshop – lead by the police p.m. 

7 Nov Remembrance Assembly in school  

10 Nov Odd Sock Day- children can come to school wearing Odd 

Socks with their uniforms!  

 

10 Nov Start of Anti-Bullying Week  

11 Nov Remembrance Day. Armistice Day 2-minute silence in school  11.00am 

11 Nov Individual Photographs  

14 Nov Children in Need- details to follow   

17 Nov Geography Awareness Week  

20 Nov School closed - to be used as a polling station.  All day 

6 Dec School Open morning for 2026 intake am 

9 Dec Whole school pantomime- Sleeping Beauty 2.00pm 

10 Dec Christmas Jumper Day – details to follow In school all day  

10 Dec Christmas Dinner Day – details to follow Lunchtime 

12 Dec EYFS Christmas Celebration   9.15am 

15 Dec KS1 Nativity to parents – details to follow p.m. 

16 Dec KS1 Nativity to parents – details to follow a.m. 

16 Dec KS2 Carol Service to parents – details to follow Holy Trinity p.m. 

19 Dec School closes for Christmas 3.25pm 

Christmas Break  

5 Jan School reopens for children  8.45am 

7 Jan Young Voices  

13 Jan Multiplication Check Meeting Y4 parents  3.35pm 

15 Jan  EYFS Maths workshop for parents  8.45am 

19 Jan KS2 SATs meeting for Y6 parents  5.00pm 

28 Jan EYFS classroom showcase  3.00pm 

6 Feb EYFS Tea Party  

6 Feb Mid Year Reports out   

9 Feb Parents Evening  3.30pm to 7.00pm  

10 Feb Safer Internet Day  

12 Feb Parents Evening  3.30pm to 7.00pm  

13 Feb School closes for half term  3.25pm 



 

February Half term  

23 Feb School reopens for children  8.45am 

23 Feb Y1 Phonics Check Meeting for parents  3.35pm 

24 Feb Beaumanor Residential Meeting for parents  3.35pm 

5 March  World Book Day All day 

9 March British Science Week  

24 March EYFS Classroom showcase  3.00pm 

27 March School closes for Easter  3.25pm 

Easter Break  

13 April School reopens for children  8.45am 

13 April Y5/6 Greek workshop in hall   

15 April World Art Day  

29– 1 May Y4 Beaumanor Residential  

4 May School closed for Bank Holiday  All day 

7 May EYFS Classroom showcase  8.30am 

11 May Year 6 SATS week   

15 May Y6 Camp Day  

21 May EYFS Art Gallery for parents pm 

22 May School closes for half term   3.25pm 

May Half term  

1 June School reopens for children  8.45am 

1 June Year 4 Multiplication check window   

3 June Sports Day am 

8 June Year 1 phonics check week begins  

TBC Saffron Lane- NWLSSP sporting event, selected KS2 children 

TBC 

 

12 June Y6 Warning Zone trip   

22 June Whole School Picnic   

24 June  Reserve Date for Sports Day- in case of wet weather   

25 June End of Year Reports out to parents  

27 June EYFS Celebration Day  

29 June  KS1-KS2 transition meeting  3.40pm 

29 June EYFS Classroom showcase  8.45am 

30 June EYFS-KS1 transition meeting  3.40pm 

2 July Move up day for whole school (Y6 to high school) All day  

2 July Meet the Teacher evening  4-5pm 

3 July EYFS celebration  

6 July Y6 Leavers Assembly  am 

7 July  School closes for Summer  

Summer Break- have a wonderful Summer!  

24 August School reopens for children  8.45am 

 


