
 

   
Monday 17th November 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The Autumn term is well underway and is proving to be a busy and 

industrious one for us all!  

 

Remembrance  

Over the last week our school community took part in school and  

local Remembrance commemorations to honour those who have 

served and sacrificed. On Sunday, our school counsellors proudly laid 

a wreath during the Ashby Remembrance parade, representing our 

commitment to remembrance. Back at school, children marked the 

occasion by tying a commemorative ribbons to the front gate- a 

thoughtful symbol of 

respect and reflection.  

 

We are proud of the compassion and understanding our pupils 

showed throughout this important event. Thank you also for 

donating so very generously this year to the Royal British legion 

and for wearing your poppies with pride.  

 
Children in Need- Friday 14th 

November 

On Friday to help raise money for 

this fantastic cause, children came 

to school dressed in ‘spotty or 

notty’ clothing. The School Council will count the donations this week and we will let you know what was 

raised.  Thank you for your continued support – we had a great day.   

 

Polling Day – please remember that school is closed for polling on Thursday 20th November. 

 

 

 

 



 

SAFER TRAVEL- Child safety comes first 
Voluntary One-Way System – Keeping Children Safe 

To help keep everyone safe during busy drop-off and collection times, we kindly ask parents and carers to 

follow our voluntary one-way system around the estate. 

 

Here’s how it works: 

1. Enter via Beaumont Avenue. 

2. Either: 

o Turn right into Huntingdon 

Road, then right onto 

Woodside to leave the 

estate. 

o OR stay on Beaumont 

Avenue and follow the road 

round, then turn right onto 

Woodside to leave. 

3. Please do not: 

o Drive against the flow of 

traffic. 

o Turn right into Loudoun 

Way from Huntingdon 

Road. 

 

We understand this may add a few minutes 

to your journey, but by following the system, we can make sure all cars move safely and smoothly, keeping 

our children safe. 

PLEASE PARK CONSIDERATELY 
 

 

 

 

 Hopper Bus service - new route 

A new Hopper Bus service is launching in Ashby de la Zouch on Friday 

28th November, for a three-month trial. It will operate on Fridays and 

Saturdays from 9:00am to 5:00pm (with a break from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm) 

and will be free to use during this trial period. The service aims to make 

the town centre more accessible by connecting outer areas to the Market 

Street area, with two routes covering different parts of the town. Please 

park extra carefully on a Friday when collecting and dropping off 

children as one of the routes will include buses coming down 

Beaumont Avenue and Woodside.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Screen time- What do we mean? 

“Screen time” refers to any time spent looking at a screen. This includes:  

• TV – including watching television programmes, DVDs, and playing games consoles  

• Tablets  

• Smart Phones  

• Laptops or PCs  

 

A limited amount of child-friendly screen time can be educational, but it’s important to ensure the content 

is appropriate for your child’s age.  

 

How important is what my child watches or plays?  

It is important to ensure that programmes or games are age-appropriate for your child. Try to avoid 

anything aimed at adult audiences (e.g. News, Soaps, Music Channels and Talk Shows)  

 

Based on viewing patterns, it’s estimated that children starting school will have seen 8000 murders, 

and 100,000 other acts of violence and destruction during screen time. 

 

Why should we limit screen time?  

Children learn best from real life 

experiences and interaction, and time spent 

in front of a screen is time not spent 

interacting with those around them.  

 

What are the possible risks of too much 

screen time?  

• Less time for real life learning (e.g. 

sharing books and play), and 

interactions between you and your child. 

Having TV on in the background can 

disrupt children’s play  

• TV moves very quickly (there is a change 

on the screen about every 6 seconds). 

Real life has a slower pace which helps 

children to develop their concentration 

skills  

• Watching a lot of TV at a young age has 

been linked to concentration difficulties 

in later childhood. Computer and video 

games do not encourage the 

development of the front part of the 

brain, which controls behaviour, 

judgement and concentration  

• Irregular sleep patterns  

• Increased risk of childhood obesity  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Primary School Places 

The deadline for applying for a Primary School place is 15th January 2026. Parents still have plenty of time 

to choose your child’s school place for August 2026! We welcome visits to our amazing school where you 

can meet the team and our wonderful children! We look forward to welcoming you! For applications, the 

simplest way is online at: https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-and-

academies/school-admissions  

 

If you need any further information, please contact the Admissions team on admissions@leics.gov.uk or 

0116 305 6684. 
 

If you have any questions about this or anything else, please telephone school or email 

office@ashbyhilltop.leics.sch.uk 

 

Regards, 

 
Sylvie Newman 

Executive Headteacher  

 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-and-academies/school-admissions
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-and-academies/school-admissions
mailto:office@ashbyhilltop.leics.sch.uk


 

2025-2026 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Please find below dates for this academic year- we have tried to 

include as much information as possible here! This information will 

be added to the bi-weekly newsletter and will also be available on 

the school website. Dates to be added in green: Saffron Lane, Flu 

vaccinations, Christmas dinner, EYFS & Y6 height and weight, Disability 

awareness week. New dates will be added in green!  

October Half term  

17 Nov Geography Awareness Week  

20 Nov School closed - to be used as a polling station.  All day 

6 Dec School Open morning for 2026 intake am 

9 Dec Whole school pantomime- Sleeping Beauty 2.00pm 

10 Dec Christmas Jumper Day – details to follow In school all day  

10 Dec Christmas Dinner Day – details to follow Lunchtime 

10 Dec FoHT Christmas Fair After school 

12 Dec EYFS Christmas Celebration   9.15am 

15 Dec KS1 Nativity to parents – details to follow p.m. 

16 Dec KS1 Nativity to parents – details to follow a.m. 

16 Dec KS2 Carol Service to parents – details to follow Holy Trinity 6 p.m. 

19 Dec School closes for Christmas 3.25pm 

Christmas Break  

5 Jan School reopens for children  8.45am 

7 Jan Young Voices   

13 Jan Multiplication Check Meeting Y4 parents  3.35pm 

15 Jan  EYFS Maths workshop for parents  8.45am 

19 Jan KS2 SATs meeting for Y6 parents  5.00pm 

22 Jan FoHT – Disco – more details to follow.  

28 Jan EYFS classroom showcase  3.00pm 

6 Feb EYFS Tea Party  

6 Feb Mid Year Reports out   

9 Feb Parents Evening  3.30pm to 7.00pm  

10 Feb Safer Internet Day  

12 Feb Parents Evening  3.30pm to 7.00pm  

13 Feb School closes for half term  3.25pm 

February Half term  

23 Feb School reopens for children  8.45am 

23 Feb Y1 Phonics Check Meeting for parents  3.35pm 

24 Feb Beaumanor Residential Meeting for parents  3.35pm 

5 March  World Book Day All day 

9 March British Science Week  

24 March EYFS Classroom showcase  3.00pm 

27 March School closes for Easter  3.25pm 

Easter Break  

13 April School reopens for children  8.45am 



 

13 April Y5/6 Greek workshop in hall   

15 April World Art Day  

29– 1 May Y4 Beaumanor Residential  

4 May School closed for Bank Holiday  All day 

7 May EYFS Classroom showcase  8.30am 

11 May Year 6 SATS week   

15 May Y6 Camp Day  

21 May EYFS Art Gallery for parents pm 

22 May School closes for half term   3.25pm 

May Half term  

1 June School reopens for children  8.45am 

1 June Year 4 Multiplication check window   

3 June Sports Day am 

8 June Year 1 phonics check week begins  

TBC Saffron Lane- NWLSSP sporting event, selected KS2 children 

TBC 

 

12 June Y6 Warning Zone trip   

22 June Whole School Picnic   

24 June  Reserve Date for Sports Day- in case of wet weather   

25 June End of Year Reports out to parents  

27 June EYFS Celebration Day  

29 June  KS1-KS2 transition meeting  3.40pm 

29 June EYFS Classroom showcase  8.45am 

30 June EYFS-KS1 transition meeting  3.40pm 

2 July Move up day for whole school (Y6 to high school) All day  

2 July Meet the Teacher evening  4-5pm 

3 July EYFS celebration  

6 July Y6 Leavers Assembly  am 

7 July  School closes for Summer  

Summer Break- have a wonderful Summer!  

24 August School reopens for children  8.45am 

 


