
  

    

Thursday 15th January 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Happy New Year! A very warm welcome back to school, I 

hope that you all enjoyed the Christmas break and were 

able to spend some quality time with your loved ones.  

On behalf of all staff, I would like to say a huge ‘Thank 

you’ to the children and parents who brought in 

Christmas cards and gifts at the end of last term. We all 

really appreciate your thoughtfulness and generosity, 

especially at such a busy and costly time of year. 

Snowy Weather 

Thank you all so much for your 

support and patience last week as the snowy weather forced us to close on Friday! As it 

turned out the decision to close was the right one as roads and footpaths were 

treacherous for most of the weekend. We appreciate your understanding and 

cooperation as we prioritised the safety and well-being of our children, staff, and 

families.  

 

Parents Evening  

Parents evening this term will take place on Monday 9th February and Thursday 12h February. We will notify 

you when the online booking system is open for you to book an appointment with your child’s class teacher. 

You will receive your child’s mid-year report on Friday 6th February.  

 

School Uniform  

Please can you ensure your children wear the correct school uniform each day. If you are struggling to 

provide uniform for your child, please contact school and we will be happy to help you out. Please also 

ensure your child wears correct PE kit on PE days. Again, if you have any problems let us know and we can 

help. 

 

Contact Details 

If you have changed your mobile number over the Christmas break, 

please do let the school office know, so that we are able to contact 

you should there be an emergency.  Any other details such as 

change of address; email or other emergency contact or collection 

information should be given to the office too. Many thanks. 

 



  

National Year of Reading 2026 – Go All In! 

Everyone knows that reading opens new worlds, sharpens minds, and fuels 

creativity. However, fewer people are making time to read, and this is something 

we are keen to change. 

 

The National Year of Reading 2026 is a UK-wide Department for Education 

initiative, delivered in partnership with the National Literacy Trust. Its aim is to 

reignite a love of reading by linking books to children’s interests- from football 

and music to gaming and more- under the theme “Go All In.” 

 

At Ashby Hill Top, we are proud to be a ‘reading school’, but we are always looking for new and exciting ways 

to further increase children’s engagement and enjoyment of reading. We look forward to sharing more 

information soon about how pupils and families can get involved and support reading at home. 

 

NHS Pharmacy First Service  

I have been asked to remind families about the NHS Pharmacy First Service. 

 

What is Pharmacy First? 

The NHS-funded service enables children and adults to get convenient access to advice and treatment where 

appropriate for seven common conditions, without the potential delay of having to wait for a GP 

appointment. There is no need to make an appointment; parents or carers can pop into a local Boots 

pharmacy with your child and ask for help under the service. 

 

The service supports with the following conditions for people in the age groups specified below: 

▪ Earache (aged 1 to 17 years)  

▪ Impetigo (aged 1 year and over)  

▪ Infected insect bites and stings (aged 1 year and over)  

▪ Sore throats (aged 5 years and over)  

▪ Sinusitis (aged 12 years and over)  

▪ Uncomplicated urinary tract infections (UTIs) in women 

(aged 16 to 64 years)  

▪ Shingles (aged 18 years and over)  

 

The ill person will see a pharmacist in a private consultation room. 

The pharmacist will provide advice and, if clinically appropriate, 

offer to supply treatment for the condition. If treatment is 

provided, an electronic message will be sent to the person’s GP 

surgery so their health record can be updated.  

 

Should the pharmacist be unable to help, they will direct the 

person to their GP surgery or other healthcare professional, as 

appropriate.  

 

With the ever-increasing pressures on the NHS, particularly during 

these busy winter months, it is important that we do all we help in 

driving awareness of this fantastic service. Remember think Pharmacy First. 



  

 

Health and Safety on School Grounds 

Bikes and Scooters 

Can I remind parents that children should not cycle or scoot on the school grounds, this is to ensure 

everyone’s safety at what are really busy times of the day.   

Dogs 

Dogs are not allowed on the school site, even if they are being carried.  We also ask that if you bring a dog 

when you collect your child at the end of the day that you wait away from the school gates.  Feedback from 

parents informs us that some children are anxious about walking past these at the end of the day. 

Thank you 

 

Pupil Premium Funding  

If your child is eligible for ‘free school meals’ and you register them, school will receive extra funding called 

‘pupil premium’. We use this extra money to improve the educational provision and resources at the school. 

Even if your children are in EYFS or Key Stage 1- you can still apply!  

 

What is pupil premium funding? 

Pupil premium funding from the government is given to schools to help pupils achieve their best regardless 

of their background or financial situation. It’s provided for pupils who: 

• Are registered for free school meals 

• Have been registered for free school meals at any point in the past 6 years 

• Are, or have been, in care 

• Have parents in the armed forces 

At Ashby Hill Top Primary School we get an extra £1,345 funding from the government for every eligible pupil 

who is registered for free school meals. This extra money makes a real difference to the quality of education 

we offer. 

For example, we’ve previously used pupil premium funding for:  

• Educational provision/resources 

• Academic interventions 

• Wellbeing and self-esteem building interventions 

• Support towards costs of trips and residentials 

• Support towards costs of school uniform 

 

Is my child eligible for free school meals?  

Your child might be eligible if you access: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance or Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 

income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on 

• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income not exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 per 

month) 



  

Please pop into the school office if you think you might be eligible to find out more about how to apply. If 

you need any other assistance, please see me or Miss Middleton and we will be able to signpost you to other 

services and support.  

Attendance and Punctuality 

At Ashby Hill Top Primary School, we believe that excellent attendance is key to every child’s success. Regular 

attendance helps children feel part of our school community, supports their learning, and promotes their 

social, emotional, and physical well-being. 

 

Please remember: 

• Children should attend school every day unless there is an exceptional reason for absence. 

• Holidays during term time cannot be authorised except in the most exceptional circumstances. 

• Good punctuality is important – the school day starts at 9:00am. 

 

Penalty Notices for Poor Attendance or Term-Time Holidays 

I have noticed that there are an increasing number of requests from parents for term time holidays- 

this is monitored by the local authority who have alerted me to my duty to fine parents. See below.   

 

In line with national and local authority guidance, penalty notices may be issued where: 

• A child has 5 or more consecutive days of unauthorised absence (such as a term-time holiday). 

• There are 10 unauthorised sessions (5 full days) within a 10-week period. 

 

Fines are £160 per parent, per child, payable within 28 days (reduced to £80 if paid within 21 days). Repeat 

offences can lead to higher fines and, in some cases, court proceedings. 

 

If your child is unwell or unable to attend, please contact the school office by 8:45am on the first day of 

absence. For full details, please see our updated Attendance and Punctuality Policy on the school website. 

Thank you for working with us to give every child the best possible start! 

 

If you have any questions, please phone school or email office@ashbyhilltop.leics.sch.uk 

 

Regards, 

 
Sylvie Newman 

Executive Headteacher  
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Please find below dates for this academic year- we have tried to 

include as much information as possible here! This information will 

be added to the bi-weekly newsletter and will also be available on 

the school website. Dates to be added in green: Saffron Lane, Flu 

vaccinations, Christmas dinner, EYFS & Y6 height and weight, Disability 

awareness week. New dates will be added in green!   

 

19 Jan  KS2 SATs meeting for Y6 parents   5.00pm  

21 Jan EYFS Maths workshop for parents 8.45am  

28 Jan  EYFS classroom showcase   3.00pm  

29 Jan  FoHT – Disco – more details to follow    

6 Feb  EYFS Tea Party    

6 Feb  Mid-Year Reports out     

9 Feb  Parents Evening   3.30pm to 7.00pm   

10 Feb  Safer Internet Day    

12 Feb  Parents Evening   3.30pm to 7.00pm   

13 Feb  School closes for half term   3.25pm  

February Half term    

23 Feb  School reopens for children   8.45am  

23 Feb  Y1 Phonics Check Meeting for parents   3.35pm  

24 Feb  Beaumanor Residential Meeting for parents   3.35pm  

5 March   World Book Day  All day  

5 March   FOHT World Book Day Wonka Bars    

9 March  British Science Week    

24 March  EYFS Classroom showcase   3.00pm  

27 March  School closes for Easter   3.25pm  

Easter Break    

13 April  School reopens for children   8.45am  

13 April  Y5/6 Greek workshop in hall     

15 April  World Art Day    

24 April  FOHT Rainbow Run    

29– 1 May  Y4 Beaumanor Residential    

4 May  School closed for Bank Holiday   All day  



  

7 May  EYFS Classroom showcase   8.30am  

11 May  Year 6 SATS week     

15 May  Y6 Camp Day    

21 May  EYFS Art Gallery for parents  pm  

22 May  School closes for half term    3.25pm  

May Half term   

1 June  School reopens for children   8.45am  

1 June  Year 4 Multiplication check window     

3 June  Sports Day  am  

8 June  Year 1 phonics check week begins    

9 June   FOHT School Summer Disco please note date change.  

TBC  Saffron Lane- NWLSSP sporting event, selected KS2 children  

TBC  

  

12 June  Y6 Warning Zone trip     

22 June  Whole School Picnic     

24 June   Reserve Date for Sports Day- in case of wet weather     

25 June  End of Year Reports out to parents    

29 June   KS1-KS2 transition meeting   3.40pm  

29 June  EYFS Classroom showcase   8.45am  

30 June  EYFS-KS1 transition meeting   3.40pm  

2 July  Move up day for whole school (Y6 to high school)  All day   

2 July  Meet the Teacher evening   4-5pm  

3 July  EYFS celebration    

6 July  Y6 Leavers Assembly   am  

7 July   School closes for Summer    

Summer Break- have a wonderful Summer!   

24 August  School reopens for children   8.45am  

  


