
  

    

Thursday 18th December 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

  

As we reach the end of another busy and exciting 

term, it’s hard to believe how quickly the year has 

flown by! The past few months have been filled 

with learning, laughter, and wonderful 

achievements across the school. We are so proud 

of everything our children have accomplished and 

grateful for the incredible support from parents, 

carers, and staff.  

 

A huge thank you to our Friends of Hill Top who organised the fabulous Christmas Fair a few weeks ago, it 

was a resounding success! The children all thoroughly enjoyed the event- your help in making Christmas such 

a special time here at Ashby Hill Top is very much appreciated. 

 

Thank you to all those parents and friends who joined us for the EYFS children’s Christmas celebration on 

Friday last week. Everyone enjoyed their ‘Christmas learning around the hall’ and were thoroughly entertained 

by the children’s singing. It truly was a special celebration! Thank you to Mrs Dexter, Miss Spratt and the 

whole team for all their hard work!  

 

As I write this newsletter, the Key Stage 1 team are on a high after their wonderful Christmas production, ‘It’s 

a Baby!’ We welcomed so many friends and family at both performances, thank you for your donations for 

Rainbows Hospice.  

 

Our Key Stage 2 children also amazed us with their Christmas Service at church on Tuesday evening. It really 

was an extravaganza! Thank you and well done to all involved, every child gave a fabulous performance and 

should be very proud of their singing, dancing, acting, playing and narrating.  

 

All of the children’s performances left us all feeling thoroughly Christmassy!  

 

Thank you too to our Relish kitchen team for producing such a fabulous feast for us 

all at lunchtime last week. It was absolutely delicious! Children and staff agreed that 

it was the best school Christmas dinner they have ever eaten!  

 

School Uniform Reminder 

We all want to be proud of our school, and I think that a smart school uniform and tidy appearance play an 

important part of this. Most children look very smart in their school uniforms, but I have noticed a small 



  

number of children wearing non-uniform items e.g. jewellery other than stud earrings. Please do come and 

see me if you need support in providing the correct school uniform for your child. Can I also remind families 

that after Christmas, hair accessories should be kept to a minimum and preferably be in school colours, 

(please no large or fancy headbands, save these for the weekend, as they do cause a distraction in school!). 

 

May I also remind you that outdoor PE kit should be a white t shirt (with or without the school logo), a plain 

black sweatshirt and joggers or shorts and trainers. Year 5/6 children are permitted to wear a plain black t-

shirt and Year 6 children can wear Hill Top hoodies. Other colours of tracksuit, patterned and highly printed 

and logoed t-shirts are not school uniform.  

 

For more information, our school uniform policy can be found on the school website. Thank you so much for 

your support.  

 

Parking 

As you already know, Beaumont Avenue is very congested at the start and end of the day 

when parents are collecting their children. Local residents have raised concerns that their 

drives are being blocked at busy times. Please do not park in front of anyone’s driveway. I 

know that you all lead very busy lives, but if you were able to park further away from the 

school gates and walk a little further to collect your children, it would be much safer for everyone. Thank you 

in advance.  

 

Attendance and Punctuality- Updated School 

Attendance Policy     

At Ashby Hill Top Primary School, we believe that 

excellent attendance is key to every child’s success. 

Regular attendance helps children feel part of our 

school community, supports their learning, and 

promotes their social, emotional, and physical well-

being. 

 

Please remember: 

• Children should attend school every day unless there is an exceptional reason for absence. 

• Holidays during term time cannot be authorised except in the most exceptional circumstances. 

• Good punctuality is important – the school day starts at 9:00am. 

 

Penalty Notices for Poor Attendance or Term-Time Holidays 

I have noticed that there are an increasing number of requests from parents for term time holidays- 

this is monitored by the local authority who have alerted me to my duty to fine parents. See below.   

 

In line with national and local authority guidance, penalty notices may be issued where: 

• A child has 5 or more consecutive days of unauthorised absence (such as a term-time holiday). 

• There are 10 unauthorised sessions (5 full days) within a 10-week period. 

 

Fines are £160 per parent, per child, payable within 28 days (reduced to £80 if paid within 21 days). Repeat 

offences can lead to higher fines and, in some cases, court proceedings. 

 



  

If your child is unwell or unable to attend, please contact the school office by 8:45am on the first day of 

absence. For full details, please see our updated Attendance and Punctuality Policy on the school website. 

Thank you for working with us to give every child the best possible start! 

 

Key Assessment dates for your diary 

• Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 

Week commencing Monday 8 June 2026 

(Schools must administer the check during this week.) 

• Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check 

3-week window starting Monday 1 June 2026 

(Schools can choose any day within this period.) 

• KS2 SATs (Year 6) 

Week commencing Monday 11 May 2026 

(Tests in English and Maths are scheduled across this week.) 

 

Primary School Places  

The deadline for applying for a Primary School place is 15th January 2026. Parents still have plenty of time 

to choose your child’s school place for August 2026! We welcome visits to our amazing school where you can 

meet the team and our wonderful children! We look forward to welcoming you! For applications, the simplest 

way is online at: https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-

andacademies/school-admissions   

  

If you need any further information, please contact the Admissions team on admissions@leics.gov.uk or 

0116 305 6684.  

  

If you have any questions about this or anything else, please telephone school or email 

office@ashbyhilltop.leics.sch.uk  

  

Regards,  

  

Sylvie Newman  

Executive Headteacher  
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Please find below dates for this academic year- we have tried to 

include as much information as possible here! This information will 

be added to the bi-weekly newsletter and will also be available on 

the school website. Dates to be added in green: Saffron Lane, Flu 

vaccinations, Christmas dinner, EYFS & Y6 height and weight, Disability 

awareness week. New dates will be added in green!   

19 Dec  School closes for Christmas  3.25pm  

Christmas Break    

5 Jan  School reopens for children   8.45am  

7 Jan  Young Voices   Timings have been 

sent home in a letter.  

13 Jan  Multiplication Check Meeting Y4 parents   3.35pm  

15 Jan   EYFS Maths workshop for parents   8.45am  

19 Jan  KS2 SATs meeting for Y6 parents   5.00pm  

22 Jan  FoHT – Disco – more details to follow.    

28 Jan  EYFS classroom showcase   3.00pm  

6 Feb  EYFS Tea Party    

6 Feb  Mid Year Reports out     

9 Feb  Parents Evening   3.30pm to 7.00pm   

10 Feb  Safer Internet Day    

12 Feb  Parents Evening   3.30pm to 7.00pm   

13 Feb  School closes for half term   3.25pm  

February Half term    

23 Feb  School reopens for children   8.45am  

23 Feb  Y1 Phonics Check Meeting for parents   3.35pm  

24 Feb  Beaumanor Residential Meeting for parents   3.35pm  

5 March   World Book Day  All day  

5 March   FOHT World Book Day Wonky Bars    

9 March  British Science Week    

24 March  EYFS Classroom showcase   3.00pm  

27 March  School closes for Easter   3.25pm  

Easter Break    



  

13 April  School reopens for children   8.45am  

13 April  Y5/6 Greek workshop in hall     

15 April  World Art Day    

24 April  FOHT Rainbow Run    

29– 1 May  Y4 Beaumanor Residential    

4 May  School closed for Bank Holiday   All day  

7 May  EYFS Classroom showcase   8.30am  

11 May  Year 6 SATS week     

15 May  Y6 Camp Day    

21 May  EYFS Art Gallery for parents  pm  

22 May  School closes for half term    3.25pm  

May Half term   

1 June  School reopens for children   8.45am  

1 June  Year 4 Multiplication check window     

3 June  Sports Day  am  

6 June   FOHT School Summer Disco    

8 June  Year 1 phonics check week begins    

TBC  Saffron Lane- NWLSSP sporting event, selected KS2 children  

TBC  

  

12 June  Y6 Warning Zone trip     

22 June  Whole School Picnic     

24 June   Reserve Date for Sports Day- in case of wet weather     

25 June  End of Year Reports out to parents    

27 June  EYFS Celebration Day    

29 June   KS1-KS2 transition meeting   3.40pm  

29 June  EYFS Classroom showcase   8.45am  

30 June  EYFS-KS1 transition meeting   3.40pm  

2 July  Move up day for whole school (Y6 to high school)  All day   

2 July  Meet the Teacher evening   4-5pm  

3 July  EYFS celebration    

6 July  Y6 Leavers Assembly   am  

7 July   School closes for Summer    

Summer Break- have a wonderful Summer!   

24 August  School reopens for children   8.45am  



  

  


