Newsletter&b

Belong Thrive Succeed

Wednesday 3™ December 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

Christmas has well and truly arrived at Hill Top, the tree is going up this week, and classrooms are being
decorated!

Christingle Assembly

During the assembly this week, the children happily took part in making and receiving a Christingle orange.
They carefully added the candle, ribbon, sweets, learning the meaning behind each part as they worked.
When the lights dimmed and our Year 6 lit their candles, the warm glow filled the room, creating a sense of
togetherness and celebration. It was a thoughtful moment that helped the children reflect on the message
of hope and kindness at the heart of the Christingle tradition.

Ashby Hill Top Christmas Postbox

Our Christmas postbox will be in school’s main Reception from Friday 5%
December. Our very own special little elves will deliver your child’s Christmas
cards to their friends around school.

Each envelope should be labelled with the recipient’s Christian name and first
initial of their surname before they are put into the postbox. You will also
need to add the initials of their class teacher for speedy delivery! If these are
not known, then their year group will help. We kindly ask that all cards are
delivered through this popular Hill Top tradition.

Last day of posting will be Thursday 18" December.

Warm Clothes

In the last week or so the weather has turned much colder. Please make sure that your child has a warm and

waterproof coat in school and that they have extra layers, particularly on PE days when the children wear
their PE kit to school.

School Attendance and Punctuality

Going to school every day is the best way to make sure that your child gets the best possible education. The
government's research shows that every day a child misses from school, even at primary school, reduces
their chances of getting good GCSE results.

It is important for your child, that they regularly attend school as when a child is frequently absent, it is
difficult for them to keep up with their school work and this could affect their life chances.




The school gates open at 8:45am. Parents/carers are responsible for getting their children to school on time.
Children need to be in class by 9.00am, ready for registration. If your child arrives after 9.00am, they will
need to sign in at the main office where details of the child and reason for being late will be taken. The

child's dinner choice will also be recorded.

5 minutes late per
day =

3 days lost per

year

10 minutes late per
day =

6.5 days lost per
year

15 minutes late per
day =

10 days lost per
year

20 minutes late per
year =

13 days lost per
year

30 minutes late per
day =

19 days lost per
year

Please ensure, where possible, you make medical appointments outside of school time. If this is not
possible, we would expect your child to come to school either before or

after their appointment to ensure they receive at least one present mark 5.

for the day. We ask parents/carers to provide evidence of any
appointments. This can be either a letter, text message or an appointment
card.

Christmas Events
We have a busy last few weeks ahead of us before we close for Christmas at 3.25pm on Friday 19"

December!
6 Dec School Open morning for 2026 intake am
9 Dec Whole school pantomime- Sleeping Beauty 2.00pm
10 Dec Christmas Jumper Day — details to follow In school all day
10 Dec Christmas Dinner Day — details to follow Lunchtime
10 Dec FOHT Christmas Fair After school 3.25pm to 5.15pm
12 Dec EYFS celebration with friends in the hall 9.15am
15 Dec Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity to parents 2.20p.m.
16 Dec Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity to parents 9.20a.m.
16 Dec KS2 Carol Service to parents Holy Trinity 6 p.m.
19 Dec School closes for Christmas 3.25pm

Primary School Places

The deadline for applying for a Primary School place is 15th January 2026. Parents still have plenty of time
to choose your child’s school place for August 2026! We welcome visits to our amazing school where you can
meet the team and our wonderful children! We look forward to welcoming you! For applications, the simplest
way is online at: https.//www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-
andacademies/school-admissions

If you need any further information, please contact the Admissions team on admissions@leics.gov.uk or
0116 305 6684.
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If you have any questions about this or anything else, please telephone school or email
office@ashbyhilltop.leics.sch.uk

Regards,
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Sylvie Newman
Executive Headteacher

2025-2026 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Please find below dates for this academic year- we have tried to
include as much information as possible here! This information will
be added to the bi-weekly newsletter and will also be available on
the school website. Dates to be added in green: Saffron Lane, Flu
vaccinations, Christmas dinner, EYFS & Y6 height and weight, Disability
awareness week. New dates will be added in green!

6 Dec School Open morning for 2026 intake am

9 Dec Whole school pantomime- Sleeping Beauty 2.00pm

10 Dec Christmas Jumper Day - bring a bottle for the Christmas Fair In school all day
10 Dec Christmas Dinner Day Lunchtime

10 Dec FOHT Christmas Fair After school

12 Dec EYFS Christmas Celebration 9.15am

15 Dec KS1 Nativity to parents 2.20p.m.

16 Dec KS1 Nativity to parents 9.20a.m.

16 Dec KS2 Carol Service to parents Holy Trinity 6 p.m.
19 Dec School closes for Christmas 3.25pm

5 Jan School reopens for children 8.45am

7 Jan Young Voices

13 Jan Multiplication Check Meeting Y4 parents 3.35pm

15 Jan EYFS Maths workshop for parents 8.45am

19 Jan KS2 SATs meeting for Y6 parents 5.00pm

22 Jan FoHT - Disco — more details to follow.

28 Jan EYFS classroom showcase 3.00pm

6 Feb EYFS Tea Party

6 Feb Mid Year Reports out

9 Feb Parents Evening 3.30pm to 7.00pm




10 Feb

Safer Internet Day

12 Feb

Parents Evening

3.30pm to 7.00pm

13 Feb

School closes for half term

February Half term

3.25pm

23 Feb School reopens for children 8.45am
23 Feb Y1 Phonics Check Meeting for parents 3.35pm
24 Feb Beaumanor Residential Meeting for parents 3.35pm
5 March World Book Day All day
5 March FOHT World Book Day Wonky Bars

9 March British Science Week

24 March EYFS Classroom showcase 3.00pm
27 March School closes for Easter

Easter Break

13 April School reopens for children 8.45am
13 April Y5/6 Greek workshop in hall
15 April World Art Day
24 April FOHT Rainbow Run
29- 1 May Y4 Beaumanor Residential
4 May School closed for Bank Holiday All day
7 May EYFS Classroom showcase 8.30am
11 May Year 6 SATS week
15 May Y6 Camp Day
21 May EYFS Art Gallery for parents pm
22 May School closes for half term 3.25pm
1 June School reopens for children 8.45am
1 June Year 4 Multiplication check window
3 June Sports Day am
6 June FOHT School Summer Disco
8 June Year 1 phonics check week begins
TBC Saffron Lane- NWLSSP sporting event, selected KS2 children
TBC
12 June Y6 Warning Zone trip




22 June Whole School Picnic

24 June Reserve Date for Sports Day- in case of wet weather

25 June End of Year Reports out to parents

27 June EYFS Celebration Day

29 June KS1-KS2 transition meeting 3.40pm
29 June EYFS Classroom showcase 8.45am
30 June EYFS-KS1 transition meeting 3.40pm
2 July Move up day for whole school (Y6 to high school) All day
2 July Meet the Teacher evening 4-5pm
3 July EYFS celebration

6 July Y6 Leavers Assembly am

7 July School closes for Summer

24 August School reopens for children 8.45am




