FRIENDS OF HILL TOP (FOHT) – PTA
Minutes of a Meeting held on Wednesday 16 September 2015
(5pm, Ashby Hill Top School)
Present:

Dean Mills (DM) (Chair)
Catherine Booton (CBoo) (Treasurer)
Jodie Edwards (JE) (Vice Chair)
Juliet McAuliffe (JM) (Joint President and Joint Acting Head Teacher)
Nicola Middleton (NM) (Joint President and Joint Acting Head Teacher)
Claire Muttock (CM)
Jessica Southwart (JS)
Helen Stokes (HS) (Secretary)

Item
1.

Apologies

Action

1.1

None received.

2.

Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes of the meeting held on 22 June 2015 were agreed as a correct record

3.

Accounts
CBoo tabled the 2014-15 FOHT accounts, noting the opening balance of £6350.14 on 1
August 2014 and the closing balance of £8007.90 as of 31 July 2015. The cheque listed for
the Year 6 Leavers’ t-shirts (£122.40) had been stopped as it had not been cashed – CBoo
would pay it personally and reclaim it from petty cash.

4.

Fundraising Ideas, Target and Wish List
A total of £3394 had been raised by FOHT in the past year, and members agreed that
£3000 should be the minimum fundraising target for this year. NM suggested that the funds
raised by the PTA should be used for a wildlife and pond area at the School, which would
benefit all pupils through the science curriculum. NM agreed to contact Carole Ambrose,
School Governor, regarding a quote for the pond. DM noted Morrisons’ gardening scheme
for Schools and asked whether Hill Top was involved.
In terms of fundraising ideas, DM noted the various challenge events he would be
undertaking in 2016, his sponsorship money from which he would donate to the PTA.
Members also discussed various Christmas fundraising options including School Christmas
cards (quotes obtained by JE), Christmas baubles, and Christmas mugs. It was agreed to
hold an informal meeting on 9 October 2015 (9am) to discuss these options further and look
at costings.

5.

NM

All FOHT

PTA Facebook Page and Profile Raising
JE showed members the proposed PTA Facebook page, and confirmed that appropriate
wording would be placed on the site advising that no photographs of children would be
included. The site would also make it clear that children were not being encouraged to use
Facebook. JE agreed to get the Hill Top sunburst logo from Michelle Pidcock in the School
Office. Members also discussed the need for appropriate privacy filters to be applied, and
the possibility of FOHT having a separate, dedicated email address. NM clarified that none
of the School staff would be able to Like the page.

JE
JE

It was agreed to highlight the new Facebook page (eg “coming soon”) in the Beetle Drive
letter going out to all families.

HS

To try and highlight the profile of the PTA with parents, it was agreed to:• include the term ‘PTA’ more explicitly in letters and in the FOHT name;
• revise the existing introductory FOHT leaflet so that it could be used at all fundraising
events;

ALL
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•
•
•

have new photographs taken (CBoo to contact the photographer);
have a more personal, face to face presence at the School, introducing the PTA
personally to parents and handing out leaflets etc at School pick-up, and
seek opinions from parents on what fundraising events the PTA should do.

6.

Forthcoming Events 2015-16

6.1

Beetle Drive – Thursday 1 October 2015 (6.30pm – 8pm, School – doors open at 6pm)
– as in 2014, entry for this event would be £2 per card (tickets to be sold on the night rather
than in advance). CBoo agreed to produce a poster to display at School. A sweet stall and
refreshments would be available on the night (tables to be set up after School on 1 October
2015). The remaining teatowels would also be set out for sale (reduced price).

6.2

Non-Uniform Day – Thursday 15 October 2015 – DM advised that he would collect
money dressed in a super-hero costume.

6.3

Meet Santa – December 2015 (date to be confirmed, likely to be the week beginning 7
December 2015) – £2 per child would be charged, to cover the cost of a £1 gift.

6.4

Barn Dance – February 2016 (provisionally to be held at School, once the new Hall
extension was finished) – this event would replace the usual Quiz night. DM agreed to
explore getting some free alcohol from Coors, and NM/JM agreed to check what steps
needed to be followed to provide food at the event. DM and JE agreed to introduce
themselves to the School’s new cook and tell her about the PTA and the various events.

7.

CBoo
JE
DM

DM
NM/JM
DM/JE

Harvest Festival (22 September 2015)
NM confirmed that only tinned goods were being requested this year, and would all be
donated to Ashby Food Bank. Available FOHT members would receive the donations at
School on the morning of 22 September 2015.

8.

Any Other Business – none raised

9.

Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting would take place at School on Wednesday 28 October 2015, starting at
5pm ***
*** post meeting note – this date was subsequently changed to Thursday 12 November
2015 (5pm), at School.

The meeting closed at 6.35pm
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DM/CM/
JS/CBoo

