
Promoting British Values 
 

The DFE have recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear 
and rigorous expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British 
values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and 
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.” Schools play a large 
role in promoting British Values with future generations. 
 
At Ashby Hill Top these values are reinforced regularly.  Along with the 
children, we decided that a value is something that is important to us; 
therefore, a British value is something important to the whole of Britain. 
 
We felt that it is also important to emphasise to our pupils that many people 
around the world – regardless of their nationality - hold these values dear.  
 
At Hill Top the five values make up the theme for our whole school 
assemblies this term.  We are exploring these values in a way that makes 
them accessible to the children and allows them to relate each value to 
their own lives.   
For each of the five areas we have chosen a British figure who has pioneered 
that particular value.  Each class has chosen one of these heroes and 
heroines of British values to research and present to the rest of the school in 
assembly time.  The posters made by the classes are displayed in our school 
foyer. 
 
As well as exploring British Values as a whole school in assemblies we 
promote them in many ways through everyday school life.   
 
Rule of Law 
This keeps us safe by making sure that people do the right thing. 
The importance of laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the 
school or the country are consistently reinforced throughout regular school 
days and through school assemblies.  We have a Hill Top Code, which 
outlines our school „rule of law‟.  This code is followed by adults and 
children alike and consists of three simple expectations; we all respect 
people and property, we all do as we are asked first time and we all keep 
our hands, feet and unkind words to ourselves.  Pupils are taught the value 
and reasons behind laws: that they govern and protect us; the 
responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when laws are 
broken.  A range of reward systems are used at Hill Top to show value and 
pride in following the Hill Top Code.   
 
Individual Liberty 
As long as we do not break the law we can live as we choose to and have 
our own opinions about things. 
Within school, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that 
they are in a safe and supportive environment.  Pupils are encouraged to 
know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and 
advised how to exercise these safely through our E-safety and PHSCE 
lessons.  Whether this be through: a choice of learning challenge;  how they 



record;  participation in our extra-curricular clubs and opportunities, pupils 
are given freedom to make choices.   
 
Democracy 
The people vote for whoever they want to run the country. 
The children experience democracy first hand through the election of our 
school council.  The elections of the School Council members are based 
solely on pupil votes, reflecting our British electoral system and 
demonstrating democracy in action.  The school council plays an important 
part in the decision making at Hill Top, representing the pupil‟s views.  
Children have many opportunities for their voices to be heard.  Pupils are 
always listened to by adults and are taught to listen carefully and with 
concern to each other.  Children have an annual questionnaire with which 
they are able to put forward their views about the school.   
 
Mutual Respect 
We might not always agree with other people, but we try to show respect 
for their thoughts and feelings. 
At Hill Top we explore the meaning of „respect‟ frequently and, as written 
in our Hill Top Code, we have an expectation that everyone in school is 
treated with it.  As explained by one of our pupils „it means you look after 
something and take care of it‟.  Children learn that their behaviours have an 
effect on their own rights and those of others. Our Year Six children gain 
certain privileges in return for taking extra responsibilities throughout the 
school. We hold a whole school anti-bullying week each year during which 
we actively promote mutual respect.  As a school we study Fair Trade, this 
helps the children to learn about mutual respect through receiving a fair 
price for hard work and commitment.    
 
Tolerance of Different Beliefs 
Hill Top is situated in an area that is not greatly culturally diverse, 
therefore we place a great emphasis on promoting diversity with the 
children.  Our RE and PHSCE teaching reinforces this with many different 
cultures and religions being celebrated by the whole school. This includes 
addressing prejudices and prejudice-based bullying.   Members of different 
faiths or religions are encouraged to share their knowledge to enhance 
learning within classes and the school.   
 
 
At Hill Top we will actively challenge pupils, staff or parents expressing 
opinions contrary to fundamental British Values, including „extremist‟ views. 
 
 
 
 


