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This half term in EYFS
It’s hard to believe that we have already had
the first half term and we are now settled
back into the school routine after the
holidays! The children absolutely loved our
party inspiration day to start our topic—they
all looked fabulous in their party clothes! We  
enjoyed learning different party games and
making crispy cakes. The afternoon was
great fun filled with dancing, a catwalk and
time to enjoy our tasty treats we'd made
earlier!
 
This half term is the most exciting of the
school year but is also one of the most
difficult as it is long and the children become
very excited and tired by the end. There are
many events coming up which the children
will be fully involved in such as our end of
term celebration and the pantomime. More
details will follow about these soon. We are
really looking forward to sharing this
magical time with you and your child. 
 
Our theme this half term is 'Do we only
celebrate birthdays?' which will provide us
with the opportunities to learn about 
 celebrations and religious festivals that
happen at this time of year as well as
important national days and events such as
Anti-Bullying Week, Road Safety and
Remembrance. 

Dates for your diary
End of term Celebration 

Friday 9th December
 The children will be able to invite

1 adult from home to spend the
morning with them in school. The
celebration will be from 8.45 to

approximately 11am.
 

A letter will follow with more
details about this events.

 Literacy

developing sight vocabulary
hearing sounds in words
breaking speech into words
reading and writing CVC
words and simple phrases 

During this half term, we will be
focusing on the following things
in our Literacy learning:

 Maths 

concept of a number 
representing numbers
comparing numbers
composition of            
 numbers

During this half term, we will be
focusing on the following things
in our Maths learning:



Key Topic Based Knowledge 

Diwali Celebrations & Festivals

Hanukkah Christmas 

Hanukkah is celebrated by people of
the Jewish faith. Hanukkah is a
Jewish festival of light to remember
the miracle of the oil in the lamp
when it burned for 8 days. Some
traditions of the festival are lighting
a Menorah, playing dreidel and
eating food cooked in oil.

Key vocabulary
Menorah, dreidel, miracle, synagogue,

Star of David, lamp

Celebrations and festivals are to
mark and remember important days
or events. Some celebrations are
celebrated across the world such as
Christmas, nationally such as
Bonfire Night or in families like
birthdays. 

 
Key vocabulary

celebrate, festivals, tradition, world,
family, country, special, story, event,

faith

Diwali is a festival of light for people of
the Hindu and Sikh faith. Some people fill
their homes with candles, divas and
lanterns to remember that good always
wins like in the story Rama and Sita.
Some traditions are cleaning the house
and adding Rangoli patterns to your
doorstep to welcome others. 

Key vocabulary
Hindu, Sikh, Rama & Sita, diva, Rangoli, light,

temple, Gurdwara, faith, candle, India

Christmas is celebrated by lots of
people across the world, including
people of the Christian faith. People
of the Christian faith go to church.
The First Christmas marks the birth
of Baby Jesus. Some people
celebrate Christmas by visiting
church, giving and receiving gifts
and sharing a special meal. 

Key vocabulary
Jesus, Kings, Wise, stable, star, birth,

Bethlehem, church  



Things you can do at
home to help your

child
Let your child bring in any topic related
books to share with the class
Talk to your child about different family
celebrations they have attended. Discuss
what has been the same and what has
been different at each of them.
Discuss ways to safe stay when celebrating
Bonfire Night
Make simple decorations and cards with
your child to give to special people
As Christmas decorations and displays
start to appear chat about different ways
that families celebrate. 
Encourage your child to ask questions to
find out more about the world around them
when out on a walk or visits to new places

 Author
Spotlight is 

Kes Grey

 Our Traditional
Tale is 

The Elves and the
Shoemaker

The children will hear lots of
different versions of the story
and will have opportunities to
retell and re-enact the story
using props and puppets.

We hope that this newsletter helps to keep you
involved with the learning your child is doing at school. 

Yours Sincerely, Mrs Dexter & Miss Spratt

Please follow us on Twitter!
@Ashby_Hill_Top 
We will be tweeting about our
learning week.

Keep an eye out for some QR codes linked to
songs we are sharing in class and recommended

stories in your child's reading packet.

Open Door Sessions
From Wednesday 9th November,
we are inviting you and your
child back into the classroom at
the end of the day to share some
of the learning we have been
doing in class.
The sessions will run every other
Wednesday until Christmas. 

Language & Vocabulary Development 
Communication & Language is a Prime Area of our curriculum is EYFS and we work hard to

ensure language and vocabulary development is across our provision. We have a language-rich
classroom and value high quality interactions in our children. We also promote this through

stories, teaching explicit vocabulary and role play. This half term we will introduce 'An
interesting word every day' book and we would like to set a up Conversation Station in the

classroom. As part of this area, we are inviting the children to bring in a photo of them from a
family celebration. The photograph could be from could be a birthday, wedding or even

celebrating achieving an award at swimming or their next belt at Karate. You may wish to email
the photo to homework@ashbyhilltop.leics.sch.uk


