
 

  

 
Friday 24th March 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It has been another packed few weeks at Ashby Hill Top- the colder weather 

seems to be disappearing and I even saw the sun make an appearance when 

I was out on the gate this week! Do not forget that we lose an hour this 

weekend when the clocks 'spring forward' as we hopefully welcome the 

sunnier days of Spring and Summer.  

 

I will begin our newsletter with some staffing news. Mrs Fenn, our amazing 

School Business Manager and Mr Fenn, who has been standing in as 

Premises Officer since Mr Parker left, will begin their much deserved 

retirement at the end of this term.  

 

Mrs Fenn has worked at our school for over 20 years. In her time at Ashby 

Hill Top she has worked tirelessly, first as a member of support staff 

supporting a child one to one in class and now as School Business Manager 

and one of the Senior Leadership Team, ensuring that the school runs 

smoothly. She has supported the school through two academy conversions - 

which is no mean feat! I am not quite sure what we will all do without 

her- she will be sadly missed by us all.  

 

Mr Fenn has only been with us for a relatively short time in comparison, 

but he has certainly made his mark! I’m sure that you will have noticed 

the spruced up fences, tidy school site, newly built garden area and all of 

our new LED lighting which should help to keep our electricity bills 

down! He has been so busy during the two terms he has been with us 

that he has certainly earned a long and happy retirement with Mrs Fenn.  

 

I am sure that you will join me in thanking them both for their hard work 

and commitment to Ashby Hill Top and we would like to wish them both 

every happiness in the future.  

 

Our new School Business Manager Mrs Lucy Savory and our new 

Premises Officer Mr Dave Stewart, join us over Easter- we look forward to 

them joining our team!  



 

Happy Playtimes  

We have been working hard to make playtimes even more enjoyable for 

all of our children.  New playground equipment such as basketball 

hoops, walley balls, reading trolleys and playground chalks have been 

enjoyed on the playgrounds over the course of this week!  This lovely 

spell of drier weather has meant that we have able to use all of our 

outdoor areas and we hope that the children will shortly be able to 

spread out on the grassy spaces and the field.  

 

One short plea - we have some very enthusiastic ball players at our 

school who have managed to accidently throw a few balls over the school fence into our neighbour’s 

gardens. If you or someone you know has a garden that borders the playground, we would be very 

grateful if you could throw back any wayward balls! Thank you so much for your help!  

 

Healthy Snack  

Please ensure that you provide a health snack, for example a piece of fruit or vegetable for your child’s break 

time snack. I am seeing different things such a chocolate and crisps at break time- which I imagine are taken 

from lunch boxes...remember that fruit is available for Key Stage 1 children and children will be given reminders 

in school. Many thanks in supporting us being a healthy school. 

 

Keeping Children Safe 

Most things have evolved since the 70s, and yet the fundamental lesson we use to keep our children safe – 

‘Stranger Danger’ – has not. Most strangers pose no threat to children, 

it is not always strangers that try to harm children, and teaching 

‘Stranger Danger’ can create some fear and suspicion. After half term in 

assemblies we will be talking to the children about how to keep 

themselves safe- focusing on unsafe situations – not just on strangers – 

using the phrase CLEVER NEVER GOES. The aim is to teach children 

that they must never go anywhere with anyone, a stranger or a familiar 

face, unless plans have been made beforehand. It tells them that 

following the rules makes them clever, gives them the confidence to 

trust their instincts and teaches them how to react to unsafe situations. 

 

Year 5/6 Hockey  

Well done to our awesome Year 5/6 hockey team! In a great event run by 

NWLSSP, Hill Top took two teams who both won their groups and then 

met each other in the quarter finals. The A team were victorious but it 

was a close game with only one goal in it. Hill Top A won their semi-final 

game, to be sadly pipped at the post in the final by Donisthorpe school. 

The Hill Top teams showed excellent team work and supported each 

other well just as we have come to expect of our sports teams.   

 

Absence from school 

Parents/carers must notify the school of the reason for the absence on the first day of an unplanned absence 

by 9.30am or as soon as practically possible by calling Mrs Shorthouse in the school office. It is really important 

that when reporting absence, parents inform us of the reason that their child is unable to come to school. 

Thank you for your support. 



 

 

 

PE Reminder 

Girls in Year 5 and Year 6 can now wear a plain black t-shirt for indoor and outdoor PE and ‘Skorts’ (a mix 

between a skirt and shorts) for indoor PE. These items can be sourced cheaply at super markets, M&S sell 

skorts for between £6-£9. 

 

Secondary School – current year 6 

Please can we remind parents to keep a regular check on your child’s Year 7 school website for up and coming 

dates and events. We have already started liaising with the high schools to ensure a smooth transition for our 

Year 6 children.  

 

End of Key Stage SATS  

SATs week for our current Year 6 children will take place from Tuesday 9th May 2023 with the last test 

being on Friday 12th May. National testing for Year 2 children will take place during the month of May 2023. 

We will be sharing information regarding testing arrangements for Year 6 and Year 2 later on in the school 

year.  

 

School Closure for use as a Polling Station– Thursday 4th May 2023 

We have been notified by the Local Authority that school will be closed for use as a polling station on 

Thursday 4th May. Apologies for any inconvenience this may cause.  

 

Additional Bank Holiday – Monday 8th May 2023 

Following the announcement of His Majesty’s Coronation on Saturday 6th May 2023, an additional bank holiday 

has been announced for Monday 8th May.  School will be closed on this day and will reopen on Tuesday 9th 

May.  

 

School Website 

Have you visited our school website recently? It is being updated all the time with photos and information 

about our wonderful school. You can find us at http://www.ashbyhilltop.leics.sch.uk/  

School Facebook page 

As you know we have a school Twitter page which includes pictures and updates 

about school life at Ashby Hill Top.  

We now have a school Facebook Page! Either click the link below or search Ashby 

Hill Top Primary School Academy and like and follow our page! There is also a link to 

the page from our School Website. 

https://www.facebook.com/ashbyhilltop/ 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact school.  

 

Regards, 

 
Sylvie Newman 

Executive Headteacher 

 

http://www.ashbyhilltop.leics.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ashbyhilltop/


 

 

 

Diary Dates 2023 

29th March a.m. Matthew Drummond Football Cup. An annual in house merit team 

competition.  

29th March 2.45pm Sound Start concert – Mrs Poxon and Mrs McAuliffe’s class  

31st March School breaks up for Easter  

17th April  School reopens to children 

1st May School close bank holiday Monday  

4th May School Closure for use as a Polling Station 

8th May His Majesty’s Coronation School closed 

9th May SATs week for Year 6 children 

 

 


